98 Norton Road 

1785 

~ Edward Cole 1839-1915 

~ C. Fred Johnson owned 1915- 1965 


Gothic revival 


Possibly built by Stephen Cole Jr. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The Cole family had an extensive farm in Berlin around the 
area where 98 Norton Road stands today. The house was 
possibly built as early as 1785, but it was extensively 
remodeled and “Victorianized” a century later by Edward A. 
Cole. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 126 
1785 Edward Cole current owner: George & Janet Armentano — Gothic revival 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. seer 


1785 current owner: Kurt & Tracy Kochey 


Genealogy 


Edward Cole married in the Kensington Congregational Church. He assumed ownership of a 90 acre 
parcel of land on 98-100 Norton Rd., Kensington in 1865, was part of the Cole family farm. He either 
built or remodeled a house on the property from part of an early house in about 1885. Died at age 75 
years. Berlin records, p. 269 Berlin land records: 55:377 Hale Cemetery Records - p.166 


Edward A Cole (1839-1914) son of Ira Cole and Melissa Allyn. In 1879 he married Julia Whittlesey Upson 
(1851-1887) daughter of Samuel Upson & Anne Whittlesey. They are buried in the Blue Hills Cemetery. 


C. Fred Johnson purchased the property in 1915. 


Farmer in Kensington on Chamberlain Highway near entrance to Timberlin Park, south of 1061 
Chamberlain Highway. Ran Springdale Dairy in Kensington. He was a Selectman in 1927. Married 1st 
Hattie Crane at Kensington Congregational Church. She died and he married 2nd her sister, Laura. He 
lived on Norton Rd. in 1932. Carl Fred Johnson (1877-1965) son of John Oskar Johnson & Karolina 
Gustafson. In 1898 he married Blanche Crane (1879-1903). They had no children. In 1905 he married 
her sister Laura Crane (1875-1940) daughter of Albert Crane & Sarah Ganong. They had 3 daughters: 
Blanche, Helen, and Sarah. They are buried in Blue Hills Cemetery. 
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Edward A. Cole House 
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1A INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 


In area with many modern subdivisions. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or extertoar) 
The Edward A. Cole House has a five-bay facade with a central entry 
protected by a gabled porch on square chamfered posts. The porch has 
exposed chamfered rafters with scalloped ends, gable bracing with a 
central pendant, and purlins with diamond-cut ends. The posts have 
Square bases and jigsawn post brackets; there is a molded rail and a 
paneled railing with quatrefoil’' cut-outs. Windows are generally fitted 
with 2-over-2 sash and have wide board surrounds. Front and side ele- 
vations have a board-and-batten'’ frieze beneath very wide overhanging 
eaves supported by paired chamfered kneebraces. A small central 
gabled wall dormer and both main gable peaks have attic louvers, and 
bracing with central pendants. Bracing panels have cut-out designs with 
leaf and other motifs. On the right elevation is a one-story porch 
with chamfered elements similar to the entry porch. On the left elevation 
(continued) 
BUILDER 


wT ORT L OR RCH U L IMPOR 
Architecturally, the Edward A. Cole House is significant as a vernacular 
well-preserved, highly detailed adaptation of the Gothic Revival style, 
one of many romantic revival styles popular in 19th-century America. 
Similar in appearance to Brandegee Hall (Old Town Hall) on Worthington 
Ridge, the Cole House is not a fully elaborated realization of the 

style. Nonetheless, it shows the roof bracing, elaborate peak ornaments, 
cross-gable form (suggested by means of the front wall dormer) and 
board-and-batten siding typical of wooden Gothic vival houses. Although 
the wide overhanging eaves and relatively flat gable peaks suggest the 
Swiss Chalet style, a rarer subtype also popularized by Gothic Revival 
promoter Andrew Jackson Downing, the Cole House lacks a number of 
important Swiss Chalet features ( e.g.” a balcony). 


The Edward A. Cole House is historically significant as the imposing 
19th-century home of the Cole family, which owned a good (continued) 


Berlin Land Records, 55:377 (1915). 


Edward A. Cole House 


17. (continued): 


is a two-story ell, which has a side entry protected by a later 
porch, ' 


19. (continued): 


deal of property in this area of Berlin. This house originally sat 
on the Cole farm, a 90-acre parcel which has now been subdivided. 
The property was in the Cole family throughout much of the 19th 

and early 20th centuries. Edward A. Cole assumed ownership about 
1865 and probably built this house (or remodeled it from an earlier 


house) about 1885. 


